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Up to a few years ago pin-
pointers were a rarity and not 
many detector enthusiasts were 
lucky enough to own one. Now, 
almost every detector user I 
meet has at least one pinpointer 
in their arsenal.

The newest addition to the 
market is the Deteknix Xpointer, 
being distributed in the UK and 
throughout the Republic of Ire-
land by Detectorbits. This busi-
ness is run by the well known 
Dorset personality Tony Hunt 
who is one of the founding 
members of one of the best 
known detecting forums in the 
world: Minelabowners.com

The above is not to be con-
fused with the long-established 
Detecnicks from W. Sussex; this 
new product is in no way con-
nected with them.

So, what does this new 
Xpointer offer over several other 
look-alike pinpointing devices 
already being offered for sale?

For starters, it operates on 
the Pulse Induction (PI) system 
and is therefore impervious to 
false signalling from the ground 
and wet sand. This in itself 
stands it apart from the com-
petition. 

The pricing of the Xpointer 
is fairly competitive at £64.95 
including a 9 volt PP3 battery 
and Freepost to anywhere in 
the UK. For the Republic of 
Ireland it is an additional £4.50  

Shipped in a solid box, it is 
offered in standard black, yel-
low, grey, orange and camo. So 
be sure to specify which colour 
is required.

Build quality is good, par 

for the course really, but don’t 
expect the lanyard to last more 
than kissing time! It’s cheap. So, 
if you do use the probe tethered 
to you make sure it is secured 
with something stronger than 
the supplied one.

I found the screw cap to be 
troublesome and it would not 
form a perfect fit instead leav-
ing a small gap on one half of 
the seal. I eventually removed 
the glued in stopper inside the 
cap, re-positioned it and then it 
closed properly.

I would also recommend 
using a new alkaline battery to 
begin with and not one taken 
from another device. 

The instruction leaflet (a sin-
gle page) is illustrated and con-
cise, and explains the levels of 
sensitivity and vibration modes.

How Well Does It Work?
My answer to that is “Very 
nicely, thank you!”

I received the probe around 
the same time as two new 
detector models for testing, so 
it was a fairly thorough process 
that I apply to trialling any-
thing new. After a few outings 
I dispensed with the use of two 
other main brand pinpointers 
that I had always used before. 

It’s always interesting to 
note if any interference occurs 
between both a detector and a 
pinpointer. To date, in the case 
of five main brands of detectors 
used with the Xpointer, none 
has been noted.

The first testing of the 
Xpointer was at a new site with 
a new detector model.

It was a well shaded 
wooded area and popular with 
walkers, runners, dog owners 
and all of that. So I was using 
headphones with the detector 
and the Xpointer was set to 
vibrate only. I was a bit hesi-
tant in trying this at first but 
after several targets that were 
located quickly and, I could feel 
the vibration through my glove, 
any doubts were banished. It 
was a winning combination 
because it meant I could work 
away in silence and not bother 
anyone with annoying beeping 
from either device. One of my 
other pinpointers won’t allow 
that as it beeps and vibrates 
at the same time. So a bonus 
point goes to Xpointer. I also 
tested it with thicker leather 
working gloves and had no 
concerns about the “engine” 
as I could feel the vibrations 
quite well. 

The vibrations are stronger 
when holding the device mid-
way along the shaft with fin-
gers on the search probe, but 
holding it by the handle is 
perfectly adequate. Just don’t 

block the speaker as the overall 
volume isn’t very loud.

One signal gave me a bit 
of concern and after poking 
around in the hole and the 
loose pile of dirt on the surface 
I still couldn’t locate the find. 
Using the detector it beeped 
at the outer edge of the loose 
dirt and then using the tip 
of the Xpointer a weak signal 
eventually revealed a small nut. 
The bright LED was really use-
ful here.

The Xpointer comes with 
four rubber tip protectors and 
these are simply pushed on. 
They save unnecessary wear 
and tear on the tip as many of 
us are inclined to use the tip as 
a digger!

Testing at home on some 
very small items such as cut 
quarters, cut halves and other 
tiny coins, I found that the tip 
of the Xpointer has to be right 
up close to these tiny items (a 
distance of less than an inch 
at full sensitivity). I therefore 
would recommend that full 
sensitivity should be selected if 
you after very small items. Fear 

Deteknix 
Xpointer

The functions of the Xpointer mirror those of the 
other devices and have the usual features including:-

• Audio and/or vibrate alert
• Proportional response
• Four adjustable sensitivity levels
• Water resistant housing with inch increments on the tip
• Battery saver alarm
• LED flashlight
• Ribbed anti-slip design
• Includes belt holster and lanyard
• Four rubber tip protectors (a nifty addition)
• Two-year warranty
• RAIT – Ratio Alarm Indication Technology meaning the audio or 

vibration alert will increase as the tip gets closer to the target
• GORILLA Tough Coil Wiring Technology (explained as, “Our 

optimised coil wiring technology allows you to scrape the dirt 
while searching without any falsing”)

Desi Dunne
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not though because air testing 
showed a £1 coin to signal very 
decently at 3 inches (and then 
some) at full sensitivity.

In use on a pasture field 
depths were much improved 
on larger items, and it was 
especially helpful in determin-
ing target size in the case of 
large iron that perhaps fooled 
the detector.

Don’t forget that the probe 
can be reduced in sensitivity 
to locate the exact centre of a 
target. This is another bonus to 
the Xpointer.

It was on the beach where 
the Xpointer really impressed 
me! To my mind it appeared to 
work even better over this wet 
sandy environment than inland. 

There wasn’t any falsing 
while probing around an 
exposed hole or when the tip of 
the device sensed it was about 
to meet damp sand. Other 
devices have often frustrated 
me for that very reason. On 
another leading brand model 
as soon as the tip was plunged 
in it overloaded and kept sig-
nalling even when removed! 
Time was wasted then switch-
ing the device off and back on 
again, and at times it might 
still signal loudly even away 
from the hole! Not so with the 
Xpointer.

So yet another bonus point 

to it is for being really good at 
the beach. 

If you’re looking for a probe 
for foreshore use could this be 
the one? Be sensible with it as 
the Instructions state, “Do not 
submerge in water.”

A few anomalies were expe-
rienced, especially when it came 
to locating foil.

Foil as we know can be 
a scourge on the beach and 
comes in all varieties. So don’t 
expect the Xpointer to beep on 
all foil. It might be a bit of a 
time-wasting exercise probing 
through the sand for it when 
the detector clearly announced 
a target. So watch out for foil, 
especially of the thin and paper-
like material.

However, on the overall 
score of things I’d give the 
Xpointer an 8 from 10. It does 
a very good job and for the 
price has to be the bargain of 
the year!

Would I buy one myself? 
Yes, I would.

Just to clarify:- the Deteknix 
Xpointer probe has no con-
nection with Detecnicks Ltd, 
the South Coast’s leading 
detector retailer – all enquir-
ies for sales and support to:
www.detectorbits.co.uk
Tel: 00+44+01202 870079
Mob: 07968 470494

ORDER FORM - Send to: Greenlight Publishing, 119 Newland Street,   
 Witham, Essex CM8 1WF

Please supply: Copies of Site Research @ £20.00 UK post free. 
 Europe add £3.00 per book, rest of world add £5.00 airmail.

Payment enclosed: £            

Expiry Date ......................... Maestro card issue No .............................
Sign .....................................................................................................
Send to: NAME ..................................................................................
ADDRESS ................................................  ............................................
............................................................................................................
.............................................. POSTCODE ............................................
Tel (in case of query) ...........................................................................
email ...................................................................................................

email: books@greenlightpublishing.co.uk   
www.greenlightpublishing.co.uk

cheques should be made payable to Greenlight 
Publishing. Overseas payments by credit card only

Card security number (last 
3 digits on signature strip)

TH

 CREDIT CARD ORDERS 
01376 521900 Mon-Thu 9am-5.30pm. Fri 9am-4.30pm

Site Research
by David Villanueva

for Detectorists, Fieldwalkers 
& Archaeologists

� Find Productive Sites 
� Practical Map Reading 
� Uncover Local History 

� Document & Archive Research 
� Working With Aerial Photographs 

� Easy Ways to Gain Search 
Permission

S ite research, it seems, is one of the more neglected aspects of our 
hobby. Why should one field be productive of finds year after year 
and yet the next field be totally barren? The answer is past human 

activity, and David Villanueva shows in this book simple ways, through 
map and document research, how to locate such activity. The methods 
are clearly explained and often require no more than an hour or two 
spent at the local library or on the Internet. 

And, as an added bonus, farmers are far more likely to grant search 
permission if an approach is made to them armed with documents 
detailing the past history of their land. In fact, one chapter of the book 
is devoted to ways of gaining land to search.

Site Research contains 160 full colour pages divided into 20 chapters, 
profusely illustrated with examples of maps and documents, and 
examples of finds resulting from the suggested research methods. 
Although written mainly for detectorists, this book will also be of interest 
and help to fieldwalkers, local historians and archaeologists. 

David Villanueva has over 30 years of experience in metal detecting and 
research, and is a regular contributor to Treasure Hunting magazine. He 
has been responsible for seven reported finds of Treasure, and has built up 
a collection of other coins and artefacts that would be the envy of many.

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced detectorist, within a short 
while of owning this book and applying its lessons, you will start to 
acquire more productive sites and as a result start to make better finds. 

Chapter titles: � Using Archives, Libraries & Computers � County Maps 
� Ordnance Survey Maps � Practical Map Reading � Town Plans � Road 
Maps � Road, River, Canal & Railway Construction Maps � Enclosure & 
Tithe Maps � Estate Maps � Sea Charts � Aerial Photographs, Maps & 
Surveys � Local Histories � Guide to County Histories � Domesday Book 
� Gaining Search Permission � Search Agreements � Living with the 
Treasure Act � Code of Practice � Bibliography & Sources

250mm x 190mm, 160 pages, £20.00 ISBN 1 897738 285

POST FREE
UK ONLY

for Detectorists, Fieldwalkers 

�
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RNB ML 3100 LITHIUM ION
BATTERY PACK & CHARGER
If you own one of the following Minelab Detectors
this is a must have accessory.

Compatible Metal Detectors: E-TRAC Safari Explorer SE Pro Explorer SE 
Explorer II Quattro MP Explorer XS Explorer S. The ML 3100 is a perfect 
replacement to use in all these detectors and will not harm them in any way. 

Lithium Ion Battery Technology Features:
•  Our Rechargeable Batt Pack is 12.5 volts. The Minelab Rechargeable 
 is 9.6 volts. “It Does Matter”
•  Our ML-2900 Weighs Only 10.47oz. The Minelab Slimpack Weighs 14.72oz.
•  Charges in Less than 2 hours and will Hold 97% of that Charge in a Year!
•  Smart Home Charger Shuts Off Automatically when fully Charged
 @ 12.5v shows a Green L.E.D.
•  Optional 12v Smart Car Charger works the Same as the Home Charger.

COLD WEATHER DOES NOT AFFECT OUR 
LITHIUM ION BATTERIES

Email: tonyhunt123@gmail.com   Phone: 0796 8470494 / 01202 870079 
Glenacres Nursery, 232 Wimborne Rd West, Stapehill, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 2DY

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL INFORMATION INCLUDING VIDEOS 
DEMONSTRATING ALL OUR PRODUCTS www.detectorbits.co.uk

Accessories to help you 

get the best from your 

hobby of metal detecting

HUNT FOR DAYS ON A SINGLE CHARGE

•  Audio and or Vibrate alert or both
•  Proportional response
•  4 Adjustable sensitivity levels
•  Water resistant housing
•  Battery saver alarm
•  LED fl ashlight
•  Ribbed anti slip design
•  Comes complete with 
 Belt Holster, Lanyard, 
 Free 9v battery (installed 
 ready to go) + 4 plastic 
 tip ends. 2 year guarantee. 
 Available in: ORANGE  • BLACK  
 YELLOW  • CAMO  • GREY
SEE REVIEW ON PAGE 54

£64.95INCLUDESFREEUK DELIVERY

 Belt Holster, Lanyard, 
 Free 9v battery 
 ready to go)
 tip ends. 2 year guarantee. 
 Available in: 

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS
FOR UK & IRELAND

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS
FOR UK & EUROPE

The new EASY SWING Bungee 
Harness will bring the Joy back 
into your detecting and at the 
same time help protect against 
arm, wrist and shoulder fatigue 
and evils such as tennis elbow.
This is the new one size fi ts all EASY SWING 

Bungee Harness from Detectorbits. Re 
designed for maximum comfort, wearability and strength.  

The new 
Harness will bring the Joy back 
into your detecting and at the 
same time help protect against 
arm, wrist and shoulder fatigue 

Bungee Harness from Detectorbits. Re 

£25.25INCLUDESFREEUK DELIVERY

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS
WORLDWIDE

 E-TRAC Safari Explorer SE Pro Explorer SE 

£95.95INCLUDESFREEUK DELIVERY

NEW

We have held the Price on our 
amazing new design EASY 
SWING Bungee Harness and 
as an added bonus we have 
thrown in a free extra Bungee 
elastic that you can attach 
to a spare detector. The new 
EASY SWING is even better 
and more comfortable to 
wear.

THE ALL NEW PI XPOINTER

NEW

THE ALL NEW PI XPOINTER
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